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To the WorSHIPEFUL 


Wi aliam Fraunceis, Eſq; | 
| High Sheriff of the County of SOMERSET ; 


And to the PA Wn of the Grand-Fury, viz. 


TR Abr”. Elton, Bar. 

Jobn Codrington, Eſq; 
George Trevelyan, Eſq; 
Thomas Carew, Eſq; 
Robert Smith, Eſqʒ 

obn Perriam, Eſqʒ 

dward Gore, Eſq; 
Richard Comes, jun. Eſqʒ 
John Harrington, Eſqʒ 
Richard Champneys, Eiq; 
Thomas Baynard, Eq; 
Hod ges Stratchey, Elo 


Sr En, 


ferr'd 


Thomas Coward, Eſq; 
John Hunt, Eiq; 
Walter Robinſon, Eſq; 
William Long, Eſq; 
Robert Vickris, Eſq; 


Villiam Hall, Eſq; 


Milliam Jones, Eſq; 
John Burland, Eſq; 
Henry Bull, Eſq; 
Richard prater, jun. Eſq; 


James "of E 


|S you have unanimouſly 
Bl requeſted the Publication 
of this Sermon, and con- 
a freſh Honour 


| upon me by ſuch a Con- 
Lenden, ; to the Syppeeſing of it 


any 


The Dedication. 


| any longer would be a Rudeneſs i in | 


me, and the Reſiſting of your Impor- { . 


tunity, a Reflection upon INE Judg- : 14 


ments. | : 


I have not indeed, the Vanity | to 
fo uppoſe, or the Ainbicon to declare, 
That a plain practical Diſcourſe ſhould 


merit the Eſteem of ſuch a Judicious 


and Numerous Audience: Much leſs | 


can I arrogate to my Self thoſe high 
Encomiums which your Fore- Map, in 


a florid and publick manner beſtow'd_ f 


Upon. me. 


' YOUR Complements to me, 
Gentlemen, were only the Teſtimo- 


nies of your Love to my Order ; and 


your Opinion of the enſuing 'Diſ- 


courſe, the Effect of a Zeal for Ree 


lion and Morality. 


F Jearcarion 


ö SOMERSET has been always 


famous for a long Succeſſion of a 


Loyal and Orthodox Gentry ; and the 
| Clergy happy in the Enjoyments of 


their Favours, and the diſtinguiſhing 
| Marks of their Friendſhip : And it is 

to be hoped, that my Brethren will 
be ſtill mindful of their Obligations 


to their Patrons, and zealous in the 
Promotion of their Intereſt; and will 
never give Countenance to ſuch Sto- 
7 ries, as are politically invented, or 
maliciouſly propagated, to the Diſ- 
grace of a Perſon, who is the Glory of 


our | County, and the Support of the 
Kingdom. 8 


7 - QUR ?Preferment, Gentlemen, 


F depends chiefly upon your Bounty, 
and our Characters upon your Ac- 


quaintance ; the Succeſs of our La- 


{ bours is owing to your Examples, 
and the Maintaining of our Rights to 


7 
* 


your 
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5 your inftenible ae : Arid that you FIR 
may long live to ſupport the Church & 
and adorn the State, to love the Clergy i BR 
and do good to all Mankind; and that Wc 

'the ee 10 come way tall vos 
- Bleſſed, and a Righteous Off ſpring, T 
glory in your Virtues, and inherit: 
your. Fortunes, is the conſtant and | 
fincere Wiſh of . * Ver oP 1 | 
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Tour 4 Obedient and 


Over-Stowey, 
September 
12,1731, 


4 
Moſs Obliged Servant ' tj= 
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1 | He bath ſhewedthee, O Pry 

_ what ts Soo; and what © 
of Thee, but to do juſth 
and to love Merey, and 
1 to walk bumbly wah thy 
| Gar? 


: ——*Al HEN. we reflect upori che 
ö | general Goodneſs of 2 to 
WIS his Creatures, and his Provi- 

a = —. dential Care of all Orders and 

* A . Degrees of Men amongſt us: 
1 "When we ſeriguſly conſider the 
various Methods of our Support and Main- 
| Fenance, and the great Rewards and En- 
couragements of Labour and Induſtry ; No- 
ching is more ſurprizing than the Lazineſs and 
© Flndigence of our Inhabitants ; Nothing morg 
> {ſhocking than the daily Accounts of Robe 

bery and Violence: 
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Wovrp any one paint out human Na- e 
ture in its loweſt Degeneracy, and view g 


the Sons of Adam in their moſt deplora- Y<:. 


ble Deformity ; let him frequent our. ; a” 
Courts of Judicature, and form his De- 


attend an earthly 'Tribunal. Here Poverty 


ſeriptions from thoſe miſerable Objects which | 


and Naſtineſs appear in their moſt hideous I. 


moſt audacious Countenances : Deſpair ſharp- 4 
ens the Tongue. into bitter Revilings, and | 


Obſtinacy hardens the Heart in Defiance of 


Conviction. 13 
 CrHanirty, which is always officious in 


Shapes: Impudence and Blaſphemy with the 4 


her Apologies for human Infirmities, ond | b 


Compaſſion which is forward in e, 28. 
with the Afflitions of the Unfortunate, are 


both at a ſtand for ſome palliating Circums | | by 
ſtances of Guilt, when they ſee Men ſo 


ingenious in the Contrivance, and bare-fac'd | 


in the Perpetration of Villany ; fo relent- 
| lefs under the Sentence of Condemnation, } 


and harden* d in the very Article oF 
Death. 


Trovcn Tuſtice ſhould wink ar aThief, 7 


De ſteal to ſatisfie his Son when he is bungryn: 1 
Yet. how ſhould ſi uch a Connivance give Au- 


| orie to . ? How ſhould rhe 8 an exem We 
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. at at Welles: Net: in, 3 


7 Caſe become a general Rule of Action ? Ne- 
ceſſity cannot be urg'd for a Protection of 
Lazineſs: Idleneſs hath no Plea in the Days 
of Health and Vigour ; nor Poverty any 
Exxuſe in a Land of Peace and Plenty. No 
{ Tyranny of Human Laws can exaſperate tfie 
Subject under the mild and gentle Adminiſtra- 
tion of a free Government: No Fartiality in 


the the Ways of Providen ce, nor Rigours in the 
11 Commands of God can be objected by the 
m 


Tranſgreſſor, when the Points of Duty are 
of obvious and intelligible, and the Terms of Os 
I bedience eaſie and delightful. a 
m He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what js good; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
$3#u/tly, and to love Mercy, and to walk humbly 
Twi thy God? 
A | My Deſign, in the Choice of theſe Words, 
lis to render them as ſuitable as I can to the 
solemnity of our preſent Meeting, by preſſing 
Ihe Neceſſity and Obli gation of Obedience upon 
n rational Creatures, and cutting off the Plea of 
8 1 1 from the Malefactors of our Days, 
Aby ſome of the ſame Topics of Argumentation, 
5 F which the Prophet Micah made Uſe of, a- 
* gainſt his ng 88 and rebellious Country 
Au- men. 
mpt f For the Accompliſnment of this End, 
— the Text will direct me to the following Method 
. of Proceeding, 


* 8 Dif, 


5 #, T 0 remind the Criminal of thoſs va | | 10 
rious Way 8 and Means, by which "== | 4 | 
' Goodneſs 4 God hath ſo plainly and fully ; 
inſtructed him in the Knowledge of his | 
Duty 3 He hath Mewed i thee, 0 Man, ” ba | 
75 5 good. [| 


| &condly, To 0 point out thoſe few 5 5 . to 
Returns which a kind God inſiſts upon, in Ku 
lieu of his many great and repeated Fa- 2 


vours; Wi vat doth the Lord Ty of I yer 
thee?” | | Ae 


Furah, To 4 to 3 more fiſting "hg 1 
vey of thoſe Three Virtues of Fuſtice, 1 
Mercy, and Humility, which are repreſen! jn t 
ted of ſuch Impo rtance. by the Prophet, Itne 
and are ſo ſeaſonable and pertinent | for H 
dur AN Meditations, | in" - 9.1.4.» Wahe 


Ki, 10 An to er the various Way 
| and Methods, by which the Goodneſs of God 
has ſo fully and plainly inſtructed Mankind i in He 

the Knowledge of their Duty; and thereby 1 
cut off the Plea of Ignorance from a Male: 1 — 
factor, and render d the Breach of * Duty, + 
voluntary and inexcuſable. 5 


TVC 


r is not the Buſineſs of this Place to en⸗ 1 
courage Proſecutions, or ſtimulate up the Ma- 
: 198 of the Choleric and Reyengeful : Much 


— 4 4 1 4 
0 * ice A . 


"ar Wells Aces: » 
lis ſhould the 1 of Peace be always 
- | f Founding the Alarms of War, or the Agents of 


- 


« | Reconciliation and Forgiveneſs be ſharpening 
2 Claws of Juſtice, and rouzing the Indigna- 
„ tion of a Judge. The Servant of the Lord muſt 


1. not ſtrive; but be mild and gentle unto all 
en *: But ſo mild, as not to ſacrifice the 
FHonour of his great Maſter : ; fo gentle, as not 

4 Ito give up the Rights of his Fellow· Subjects, 7 
J Knowing the Terror of the Lord, we are to pore 

a T /uade Men +; And certainly Perkudficg was ne- 

of | yer more neceſſary, than when Sentence againſ® = 

Ian evil Work is to be ſpeedily executed ||, and 

a few Days may intervene between This and a 

1 more tremendous Tribunal. 

ce. 3 In Hopes therefore, of quelling Preſumption 

n+ Yin the Profane, of procuring Repentance from 

4 E the Guilty, of ſtifling the Pretences of the 

Hypocrite, and cutting off the Subterfuges of 

e crafty Sinner; I ſhall endeavour to diſplay 
| Ihe Sundry Methods of God's Goodneſs in 

0 imparting to the Sons of Men the Knowledge 


? Jof their Duty under the E ve following 
lin } Heads. 0 


eby Y 
ale. | —— — 
ty; : Tim. 2. 24. 
11 | 2 Cor. 5. 11. 
Id 1 || Eccl. & Il. 
en: 
Ma- 
buch / : Bat 


6 4 Sermon rab 


| 

1 

| 

| 

| 


Def, Tex Light of Nature 


 Scondly, T HE | Diſcoveries 85 Revelation,” | 


: Thirdly, me HE Promulgation of Human 4 


| Tan 


Fun, Tun Instruction of God's Minſter 4 
B iftbly, Tu Dißpenüng of Rewards and | 


. Puniſhments. 


Firſt, I AM to lay before oh that Know- ö 
ledge of your Duty which the Goodneſs of 
God hath communicated to us 10 the Light of 1 


Nature. 


WHETHER we come to thy Underſtanding FU 
of Things by any Stamps and Impreſſions which 
are originally fix d upon the Soul, or form our | 
Idea's by Diſcourſe andReaſoning, is not ſo ma- 
terial to be determin'd, as that there is a rea! 


Piſtinction between Good and Evil, and that b 


Virtue and Vice don't owe their Beings to 
Cuſtom and Opinion, or any poſitiye and arbi- 


trary Inſtitutions of Men. 


Taz Moralifts have always aſſerted lacks a | 
Turpitude and Diſproportion in Vice, and ſuch *' 
a Decency, Agreement, and Beauty in Virtue, 
as may be diſcover d by the natural Force of 
' Reaſon, and ought to be practis d by the Obli⸗ 
gations of Comſrienee; | 


Hazi 


H ERE. 1 he Goodneb of Cod appro 35 
un placing ſuch a Principle in us, as may per- 
Receive and apprehend, as may argue and delibe- 
rate, as may compare Appearances and paſs a 
* Judgment upon Things, and ſo be finally de- 
termin'd in its Choices by the Rules of Pro- 
in portion, and juſtified in its Refuſals by, the Dif 
* agreeableneſs — 

be Spirit of Man is the Candle of the Lord e: 

3: It irradiates and inlightens within; It dicovers | 
 Fand reforms wit bout; Searching the Secret Parts 

d ef the Belly, and expelling all the Miſts and ö 
I Fogs of Senſe and Deluſion. 

3 Rrasox is the Prerogative of Man, his 
ws common Inheritance by Nature, and the Image 
ef God's own Immortality Stamp'd upon the 
Soul. Reaſon, as it directs us, is a Rule; as 
e it obliges, hath alſo the Virtue of a Law: 
* And being given by God, is virtually God's 
ch “ Law, which he hath inſcrib? d upon Nature: 
ar In which Senſe, it may alſo be called the 
5 % Law of Nature r. 

3 Unpzx the Conduct of Docks. and a hes pe 
9 Improvement of their natural Faculties, the 
4 Heathens have given us the fineſt Deſcriptions of 
i. Moral Virtue ; and the more ſober and intelli- 
gent Part of them have built a Suitable Pra- 
2Y _ ice ons. theſe honeſt eee e. ; en have 


ue N 1 | 
»  * prov. 20. 27. 


1. dr. Sack Sacr, B. III. Ch, 5. p. „ 
| | form'd 
RB | 


Gentiles which have not the Law, do by 


their Hearts, their Conſcietite alſo bearing Witneſs, 


| Hſe excuſing one another d. 


the firſt Principles of Humanity, and 'Traitors 7 


would not annoy the Innocent and Peaceable; 


WL 


| Ford cheniſcdves into Societies Sod etldiedl] hot 


Laws for their mutual Preſetyation : 5 They 
have maintain'd the Diſtinction between Good _y 
and Evil, and ptopagated the Notions of com- u 


mon Tuſtice : They have guarded the Property WL... 


of their Fellow-Citizens from Rapin and Vic See 
lence; and infſtitutefl Holy Ag in Fondur 1. 


of their Gods. 


IN ſhort, the DiQates of Nature were vl ne 


imiverſal and obligatory, and the Sairdtiviis of eh. 


Virtue ſb inviolable, that St:Pay? paſſes Setitetice | rity 


* 6n the Pagan World by the Principles of Rea- 


fon, and Riſes them obnoxious to Puniſhihent I - . 
from the Breach of natural Duties: When 7 be 4, 


the Things contained in the Law, theſe having 
wt the Law, are a Lam uno themſelves : | 
Which ſhew the Work of the Law wvittes in 


and their Z. boughts the mean ö while «bare > 
Ir were much to be wilt, that nid} 4 | 


thoſe unhappy Creatures which are to appear ' 
before this Tribunal, were not Sinners agaitft f 


to that Reaſon which ſetur'd the Virtues-of a 
Sober Heathen * For then the Land- mark might 
remain unmoud; and the Houſes be inhabited 


by their legal Owners: Aſſaults and Batteries 


A 
5 A 
= i 1 f 5 3 
xy * 3 E * * n . A N 5 
Rom. 2. 14, 15. 3 
| 5 nor 
5 


N 92 . LS. 2 ts * 4 4 F- = ad 3 % Ws.” 8 * 
n e 4 * 8 Tn . | 
o e . £85 ++ 
| 9 


ted nor Trefdaſſes A Encroachments proclaim the 
ey pride and Cruelty of an avaritious Neighbor: 
Frue Cn of cir Brother's Bliod would not 
bound in out Ears, nor the Peſtruction of her 
own Bowels be the Accufation of the Harlot. 
F8edition' would not diſturb the State, nor Riots 
and Duels reign in our Streets. The High-ways 
Would not be unoccupied * for Fear of Robberies 
nd Murders, nor Travellers forc'd to paſs 


* . W for their own para! Secu⸗ 
09” 

KA- f 

ent | 8 Go o has more | eminently Daune 5 
the | to us What W Good by the Dien of Reve- 
ure } ar ion. | -4 

's 0 * 28 £ Nature ſhould be perverted and ob- 


; fear? d, or cramp'd in her Obligations by the 
Corruption of the Fat; God has provided 
againſt all Failures and Deficiencies, and en- 
forc'd the Injunctions of Morality by a more 
aſting and infallible Law. He has fo clear'd 
up the Underſtanding, ſo influenc'd the Will, 
nd purified the Affections, that our Aſſiſtances 
ors furmount our Dangers, and the Chriſtian ſtands 
f a almoſt Þ1bulnerable, by Grace and Faith, againſt 
ght the Temptations and Attacks of a wicked 


o ö : 
1 2 FS ME 4 2 , 6 P ; : : 
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Sermon Preach”; 


World. 5 Word is 4 Lamp umto my Feet; a + 


Light untomy Paths. + : Sweeter than Honey to my 
Tt 3 and more valuable than Rubies I in my 
Poſſeſſion. The Topaz of Atbiopia cannot equal 
#*; 
The 'Veil is now drawn up in Favour. of the 


' Believer, and the Cabinet of Heaven unlock d 


for his Inſpection. God has . ſpoken in bis Holi- 


neſs, and his Voice has reveal'd the Myſteries of 
The Doctrine drops as the Rain; 
the Speech diſtils as the Dewi; So that the 


Infinite Love. 


parched Corners of the Earth may be moiſtned 


and. refreſh'd, and the Wilderneſs of the na 


rejoice and ſing. 


To the Law * ELM and to the 7 Alimony : 


O ye fooliſh People, and unwiſe : For there the 
Rule of Action is viſible to every Eye; the In- 


junctions of Duty are poſitive, and the Prohibi- 
No Ambiguity - of 
Expreſſion perplexes the Senſe of the Ligiſla- 
tor; no Contrariety of Commands diſtracts the 


Precept upon Precept 
calls for your Attention; Line upon Line directs 


your Practice; Here a little, and there. a little 


tions of Sin unalterable. 
6e e of the Hearer. 


meets Variety of Tempers, and ſuits every 
Circumſtance of Life. The T hreatnings of the 
Bible deter, and the Promiſes allure. The Ve- 
racity of God ani mates the Perſeverance of the 


Faithful, and his . makes freſh TE 


— — y—_ — 


| Ver. 103. 8 | 
+ Wild. 7. g. U Dat 32. 2 
N b 10 


- ſal. 119. 10g. 
* Job 28. 16, 19. 


. The Gold of Ophir is as Clay before it T. 


«ö;à? d , Oo «“,, ,, 


| to he 5 alin. 


Heads? Under ſuch an ample R 


Guilt, or 


at ; Wells fee —_ 11 
The Holy Spirit quickens 
and invigorates the drowſie Sinner, and Grace 
would mollify the moſt ſtubborn and Hdurate 
Heart: The Mediator's Blood atones for the 
Guilty, and out-ſtretch'd Arms embrace the re- 
turning Prong | 

Unpzx ſuch a een of Love * 
Mercy, how can Sin and Ingratitude ſhew their 
Revelation of 
Divine Truths, how can Ignorance palliate her 
nfidelity ſollicit for Converts 2 
Under ſuch a regular Syſtem of wiſe and whole- 
ſome Precepts, how can Practice want a Guide, 
or Preſumption plead for Impunity ? _ 

Thirdly, Ax or Way, by which God 
conſults the Good of Mankind, and informs him 
in his Duty, is by the Sromitlgarhin of Human 
Laws : For Theſe being' conſtituted by God's 


own Nice. gerents, may not improperly be reck- 


on d to proceed from Him; and their obligatory 


Force upon the subject ariſes from that origi- 


nal Power of the Supreme Legiſlator, by whom 


Pings reigh, and Princes decree Fuſtice. 


TnESAñ Human Laws are generally enacted 
in Confirmation of, and in Subordination to 
he Divine ; And though the Matter of them 
nould be indifferent, yet the Impoſition makes 
t neceſſary, and the Stamp of Authority binds 


he Conſcience. Y/boſoever reſiſteth the Power, 


efeerh any Ordinance of Gog ® : © Whoſorver op 


12 A Sermon preach'd 


poſes the Civil Magiſtrate, either in his Perſa 
or his Laws ; whoeyer attacks him in the 
Admigiſtration of his Office, or the Execution 
of Juſtice; is a Traitor to Ko Gad as well as 
his Sovereign, and muſt expect Death in this 

World, and Damnation in anther. | 2 
Nox E of the leaſt Advantages of Epen 
Laus are, that they add temporal Sanctions to 
the Divine, and awe by Penalties where Conſci- 
ence is too weak to make an Impreſſion. By their 
Means, Peace triumphs i in our Cities, and 
Plenty is conſpicuous in our Countries: T he 
Regularity of Kingdoms i is prefery'd, and Anar- 
chy and Confuſion | ayoided : The Several 
Ranks and Diſtinctions of Men are maintain d, 


and the different Claims to es pen 


adjuſted. a 
A p is it not, do ye think, a great Happ 
neſs to live under the Influence of ſuch an 
wholeſome Courſe of Laws, and to partake o 
| the Profuſion of Good upon a whole Commun. 
ty d Is it not an ineſtimable Privilege to bt 
Members of a Society, where no Hardſhips ap 
| pear in the Conſtitution, and no Partiality i 
the Diſcharge of Government? Where the In 
tereſt of every. individual Sublect! is duly conff 
Ader d, and his 1 preſery* di in the Frofpert 
of his Country 5 My 
God can never 3 Sufficiently prais'd f 
Strengthning the Hangs of his Vice-gerents| 
the Execution of their Power 3 and fo | 
| en the Hearts, and bleſſing the Coun 


Sx Pot ** 4% 1 


5 0 


i 


of que 6 thu Talus ow Equity 's may 


in our Land, Mercy and Peace may mee 


in our Streets, and et and ©; d kiſs 
each other. 5 7 


| Burtbh, Ar NOTHER Way of God's were 


Good. to Mankind, i is by the. InftruQion of is 
Außer. 1 


nig is.« Method which God has always 
made Uſe of for the Teaching and Reforming 


his People; for reviving the Memory of his 


Laws, and Porperugring the Obligations of 
Conſcience; for keeping up a Senſe of Piety in 
the Mind, and Kindling a Flame of Devotion 
in the Heart. „ 

Up « the Moſaic Diſpenſatian, the Priel 


were to make an Atonement, and mediate a 


Reconciliation for Offenders : The Prophets were 
to cry aloud, aud. ſpare not, to lift up their, Voice 


| liks a Trumpet, and Jhew. tbe People their 


Tranlgreffions, and the Houſe of | Facob their 
Siys I, : Whether a Rebellious Nation would bear, | 


or E bey would forbear , the Inſtruction 


was do be continued with the ſame Earneſtneſs 


and Importunity, and God's Zeal was to be | 


manifeſted by riſing up early, and his Goodneſs 


repeated in n N e 0 hi 
Fro 3 : 


| RCRA. 
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UNDER 


1 


Uvex the Chriſtian Oeconomy, the Preach. 
ers of Righteouſneſs were to be inſtant in Seaſon, 
out of Seaſon ; to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
tong-ſuffering and Patience ||. Labour and 
Prayer were to be the Imployment of: the 
- Miniſtry ; Authority and Perſuaſion were to 
unite againſt Vice; Publick Lectures and pri- 
vate Admonitions to attack the Sinner under 


; in moſt Subtle Prevarications and Dif 
_ guiſes. © 


T o all this we may add, as a Hirthar Teſti. 
mony of God's Goodneſs, That the Aſembling 
of the People together is recommended in Scrip 
ture, as a neceſſary Duty, and ftated Days and 
Hours of publick Worſhip have been inſtituted. 
by lawful Authority. Forms of Reconcilation 
are preſcrib'd' to Offenders, and a Declaration of 
Pardon pronounc'd to the Penitent. An open 
Confeſſion of our Faith is made in the Name of 
the Congregation, and Sacraments are duly 
adminiſtred for the Comfort of the Flock. 
Nov as theſe Inſtitutions are fram'd for 
- this Inzereſt of Chriſtianity, and theſe Orders 
have been iſſued out for the Edification of the 
Church; ſo a ſuitable Obedience has been at- 
tended with very laudable Conſequences, Ye: 
Diſobedience has fruſtrated all the 
Intentions of God and his Vice-gerents. Pers | 
as 5he'" n of Divine Ordinances, and 4 
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a ſtrid Adherence to Eecleſiaſtical Communion, 
have been the Conveyances of Grace, and the 
„ Preſervatives of HolineG.; ſo a Contempt, or 
Neglect of publick Worship, has a natural Ten- 
d dency to weaken the Powers of Religion, and 
© ¶ encreaſe the Looſneſs and Debauchery of tbe 
to Age. The Profanation of Sabbaths has laid 
Men open to a Temptation, and made them 
er Nat Leiſure for Vice. The Emptying of our 
i. Churches has fill d our Priſons, and ſwelld the 
Catalogue of our Executions. Lazineſs upon a 
i- Day of Religious Reſt, has baniſn d Grace ſrom 
S che Heart, and gobrlety from the Lips; beat 
P- ¶ down the Guard of Virtue, and forfeited the 
id Protection of Providence: It has link'd Men 
into vicious Cabals and Confederacies, and en- 
on gag d them in Thefts, and Robberies; It has 
ſeduc d them into Drunkenneſs and Whore- 
en Idoms, and plung d them into ee an 
Murders. : | | 


Fi ;frbly, Tus laſt ales which. I fhall 1 men- 
tion, of God's Goodneſs to Mankind, is the 

Diſpenſing of Rewards for. the Encouragement 
of Obedience, and the Inflicting of ne 7 
For the Diſcountenance 8 
but J Arrno von this Earth was never defign'd 6 

ous for a final State of Retribution, and the infinite 


or, Huſtice of God may, for good Reaſons, permit = 
and En unequal Diſtribution of Affairs here, to make _ 
— May for a more equitable Sentence hereafter ;, 


yet no Man would from hence argue, That a 
ES De  * mo. 


"ap Wells-dfizer. ͤ I5. 


Ra yas gy — oo 
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| Chance or Fortune ; That a Being of infinite 


Anarchy and Confuſion. God has not put the 


Effects, ſhews the Greatneſs of his Power, and 


ing, without a Reward of Virtue, and a Puniſh- 


miſes, the Milk and Hoy of the Land of Canaat 
excitin wy their tr and the purer of 
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Power and Activity ſhould give bimſelf up ts | 1 
Lazineſs and Inadvertency ; 3 ora God of Order + 


and Regularity, immediately throw the Pre- 
ducts of his own Wiſdom into the Hands of || ©” 


Reins of Government out of his own Power, J 
nor given ſuch a Commiſſion to Second Caſes 


as cannot be reſum'd at Pleaſure. He croſſes kh: 
in upon the common Operations of Nature, as 10 
he thinks proper; and by a ſurprizing Train of 15 


the Tuſtice of his Proceedings. 1 

Tun Two principal Acts of Provider e; 
are Government and Protec tian, and none of 
theſe can be duly Executed by an Holy Be- 


ment of Vice. Wiſdom- indeed may reſpite 
the Sentence, and Goodneſs wait for the Re- 
pentance of a Sinner ; but Execution will follow 
in the End, and Juſtice muſt triumph over Ob. 
ſtinacy | and Preſumption: Lento gradu ad 
vindictam [ni divina procedit ira: Terditaten 
verd, ſupplicii gravitate, compenſat *. 5 
U » o x this Footing, God ebene . Pev- 
ple of Iſrael by temporal Threatnings and Pro- 


— 1 

3 883 _ 
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1 Wels e * 75 
Sand 1Cs Yo vity preventing met Apt 
And leſt any one ſhould object. that ſuch” a G 

ent was appropriate only to the Jeus, we 
are” to conſider that God's Providence is as ex- 
tenſive as his Eſſence, and thiat all Nations are un- 
der his Care and Inſpection. His Covenant Hands 
faft for evermore;and the Majeſty of his Law is fas | 
cred and inviolable. The ſame Virtues which tad 
a natural Tendency to. promote the Happineſs 
and Proſperity of the Fews, are in the higheſt 
'Obligation amongſt Chriſtians'; The 
ſame Vices ubich haſtned their Overthrow and 
Deſolation, will produce the like melancholy | 
and deſtructive Effects under the Goſpel. 

P true, our Proſpect is enlarg'd ſince · the 
Coming of Cbriſt, and our Expectations are bet- 
ter erate lince God bgth appointed a Day in 
the which he will judge the World in Righteouſ* 
eſs : But this final Judgment is not to exclude 
any intermediate Judicatures. This great de- 
cifive Senſe does not prevent God's Bounty to 
his Servants in this World, as a Pledge and 
Earneſt of their Enjoymierits in another. 

Ho viſibly may we diſcern the Finger. of 
God in tlie minute Paſſages of Life, marusi- 
lous Light ſpringing gloriouſiy out from the very 
IWomb of Darkneſs 9 How frequently has Juſtice 
bafled Oppreſſion, and Innocence triumph'd 
over the Malice and Cruelty of perjur d Wit- 
neſſeſs? By what little — have Rob- 
bers been apprehended, and by what Surprizing 
3 * reveaPd Let the Contri- 


D Vance 


The very Elements will turn Informers, and 


vance * never * hs 4 1 e ge 
never ſo ſecret; Behold, ye haue Sinned. againſt E. 
the Lord, and be ſure your Sin will ind you out. 


Things inanimate commence your Axecutio- 
ners. A Bird of the Air ſball carry tbe Voice, 
aud that which bath Wings ſpall tell the Mat- vie 
ter f. God has his Witnefles in every Cor- pre 
ner of the Univerſe, and can make - Diſ- the 
coveries by the moſt improbable. Means, Om- toll 
niſcience is not to be impos d upon, nor thre 
Conſcience brib &:: The very Pangs of Guilt I cov. 
are too ſtrong to be ſuppreſs'd ; and Of: || bou 
fenders are oftentimes forc'd to rexeal. their his 
Villanies, and turn Evidence againſt them - tent 
ſelves rather than bear the Lone. of a has 


Man, Ag op arial nee 1 M prev 
| N Bias uy 8 NN nen. 
| — Patris quis exul, . 5 

Ws queque i 12 _ 

18 

caſt 


BAN ISMU ENT cannot lems; the Nature 

| of Guilt, nor the Diſtance of the Climate 
new- model the Soul. The Mark of Cain ih tak. 
a ſet upon a Sinner te «The eee i 8 
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T Aeeß; the Tstzeder indelible: : And though | 
f | External Violence fhould not diſpatch him, 
F, Internal Remorſe will be his perpetual Exe 
d cutioner.--- a 
5 | 


- » * 


[2 T1 HUS you oe, my Bretfires, 4 be 
1 A800 the Goodneſs of God in the Ways of his 
r- | Providence, in the Works of his Mercy, and 
the Difpenſations of his Judgments. Thave 
n- followed the Foot-ſteps' of Almighty Love 
or through the Laws of Nature, and the Dif- 
lt I coveries of Revelation; T hrough the La- 
A- bours of God's Miniſters, and Edicts of 
eir I his Vice-gerents: And all this with an In- 
me tention of ſhewing what our great Maſter 
a has done for his Servants, in Order to 
prevent their Coming. to tbis Place of Tor a. 
ment. ——; e 8 | Lat: 


© Ley, LET us make a Stand, and 
N caſt back an Eye upon the Goodneſs of 
God, and the Ingratitude of Man: Let us 
ſee the Terms of our Acceptance with our 
Maker, and farther argue the Caſe with 
is Creatures in the Pr opber's s Expoſtulation, 
hat hath the Lord thy God required of thee 9 
hat hath the moſt high Poſſeſſor of 'Heawen 
md Earth demanded in lieu of theſe, great 
ind numerous, theſe repeated and diſtin- 
uiſhing Favours? What indeed! But ſome 

D 2 Fra. 


deep, 


Practical Duties Few i in Nane Agrecable 
in their Natures, | Eaſie in Weir Execution, 
and Beneficial in their Conſequences. He 
bath only commanded thee to tread. the 
Paths of Peace, and walk in the Ways of 
Pleaſanineſs; to conduct thy Courſe with 
leg and end thy: Tame vith nen. 


A ND now, 0 my People, what = T _ 
unto thee, aud wherein have I wearied thee b 


Leſtiſie Kanne, mne x. Bring forth your Arong 


Reæaſons f, O ye diſcontented Sinners, and 
diſplay your Hardſhips with the . utmoſt Ar 
and Oratory. Attend, 1+ Mountains, to the 
Lord's Controverſie, $657 hear, Te ſtrong Fpun. 
dations of Tho Barth, his vera with 


Ian t. 


What iniquity. ** your Fathers ford 
me? What Severities have their Children t 
complain of? What have I nt ! 

ſecure your Happineſs ? What have 1 
| eee to e your. e 


Dre huts 


"= "Well 1 * 


le || Have Ft frayed you as 4 Father bit Sent, as a 
on, Mother her Daughters, and a Nurſe ber young 
He Babes. 9 - that. 2 would be. my People," and F 
the ſhauld be your God; that. 4e would. be my 
5 of Cy and 1 Po be pour Kann W ow 
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I. . Anette l. o farpriking 
wif Condeſcentions 1. Whepefore doth 4 Ji ving Man 
done complain, a Man for the Puniſhment ,of bis Sins + 
we ? What | Remonſtrauces can there be form'd. 
wo againſt the gracious Diſpenſations of an in- 
andi dulgent Providence? Where are the Rights 
that are encroach'd upon, or the Grievances 
to be "eee > me: e Lau 7 
t“ ee 


0 Hiuſo f ld, are not my ways. 3 7 | 
by not your ways unequal ? Is not Juſtice 
on my Side, and Oppreſſion on yours? Is 
not Gentleneſs conſpicuous in the Sovereign 2 
and ny" $a pay in the Sub 
If Mi Mn An 2 


8 * 210 1. 28, 29. 
Ao 7 Lam. 3 39. 
I. Jam- 1. 25. 

. Ezek. 18. 29, 
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* be Advocates, for once, in your own Cauſt, wh 


dent Tn to Acquieſcence and re 
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doneit © How much rather then, when he ſaith 
to thee, Waſh and be clean f. If the higheſt 


ter'd, and the moſt exquiſite Sufferings* un- 
: dergone upon a Proſpect of Reeovery; Cer- 

tainly the Suddenneſs of the Cure - ſhould i 
de no Diſgrace to the Phyſician, nor the 


22 1 Sermon Preath'd 
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and judge, I pray © you, beten me and” "my the 


Vineyard. Whit could have been done more te tin 


my Vineyard, that T bave not done in it * What 
could have been required leſs than I have! 


exacted? The Claims of Sovereignty might 9 0 


juſtifie a more rigorous Procceding, and the reg: 
Obligations of Obedience tie down depen- 


Ne a. Father, 1 2 be probe vad bid 
they do ſome. great Thing, wouldft thou not bare 


Difficulties and Hardſhips are to be encdun- 


Eaſineſs of a Duty any W to > "the 
Performance. — But, 0 


7 W T o give you yet; a es Proof off 
God's Love to Mankind, I ſhall purſue it thro 
a more diſtin Conſideration of mol Three 


1 9 F 
— 5. 3, 45 | | 
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4 | moral Virtues of Fuſtice, Mercy, and 2 
1. which are repreſented of ſuch Importance by. 
155 the Prophet, and are ſo ſeaſonable and per- 
te inent ing our ne ee 
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bl 2 For Fuftice; What hath the Lord 
the quired nk thee, but to do Jap ? 
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Jo 5 TIC E opens to us ae Obligation 
Ie lie under of Rendring to evtry. one bis 
Due; in which Latitude, it comprehends 
he whole Scheme of N and Moral 
e Duties, as they relate to God and our 
al eighbour. For the Homage and Service 
heſt Fequir 'd of us by God, is nothing but a 
Debt, Which by the Eternal Rules of Juſtice - 
un- due to our Creator, and which we, by the 
Cer- Nature of our Dependence. and Subjection, 
eule re in- Gratitude oblig d to pay. All relative 
ie Duties between Man and Man are founded 
che pon the ſame Principles of Juſtice. Kings 
nd Subjects, Husbands and Wives, Parents 
Ind Children, Maſters and Servants, are no 
Pore than Debtors and Creditors to each 
of of ther ; Perſons tied down by their Social 
thro! delation and Unity, to ſeveral Duties which 
Three Wee, demands the Performance ab 
rf 5 
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Jun- 


more 


er or — would — rather 


à Volume than a Sermon. But! the Complaint. 
made in ſome of the Verſes following my 


Text, ſeems to excuſe this Labour, by con- 


fining the Prophet 8 Meaning 40 a narrow 


Comput: : Are there per the Treaſures f 
Mickedneſs in the Houſe of the wicked, * 


the ſcant Nleuſurs that is abominable ? Shall 


1 count them pure with the wicked ee 
and with the Bag of deceitful Wei gbts ? 
For the Rich Men thereof are full of "Violence, 
and the Inhabitants thereof- babe ſpoten Lies; 
and their be u is W in ann Month * 
T rape ler- cuſe t- ah Pi No 
more, than the Neceſſity of Reſtoring Juſtice 
in Oppoſition to the Knavery of the og 
der, the Extortion of the Rich, the 
preſſion of the Mighty, and the Thievery 
of the Poor. And ſuch: a Reform would 
be - equally © beneficial + ro our own” Nation, 
and prevent moſt of the Fatigue and Vexa« 
tion, which attends both our Bars. It would 
| ſeal up the Lips of the Viralent, and bind 


faſt the Hands of the Injurious *- It ' would ” 
guard againſt the Treſpaſſing of the Covetou 


Mic. 6. 10, 11,12. 
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and defeat the Aﬀaults of the Kovengeſith 
by It would preferve Naborb's Life from the Ac- 
er ¶ cuſatien f Jexabel, and his Vineyard © a- 
int gainſt the Encroachments of Aab: It would* 
my ¶ ſecure the poor Man's Propert y in his Ewe 
on- ¶ lamb; which he has nurs d up as 4 Childs 
o. and Jodgd in his Boſom as a Daughter , 
Ind oblige bis more wealthy Neighboar to 
pamper Is Luxury, and entertain his 
aner from i ee numerous Reels . 
OOO On. ON 
Sun Tr "He | Next Dary wecken „ 
he Prophet; is Ne 5 Love Morey. 


15 0 HHR Virtues come een i * 
no Winder all the Force and Awe of a Commands 
tice ut 75/7 wins» upon the Affections by the 
27d. Pentle Allurements and Attractives of Love. 
Op! ne meets the unfortunate Sons of Men in 
very _ moſt abject and _ deplorable Cireum- 
vould ances, | and puts on the moſt chearful and 
tion; being Airs at the Contemplation of Cala» 
| exas nity; No Siffnefs appears in her Geſtures, 
would 0 Sourneſs wrinkles her Brows 3 No Re- 
"bind er ' harbours in her Breaſt, nor ill Treat- 
woulll;: rokes her to a Requital. When 
etous e puts on the moſt ſtern and angry 
— n and bold W the 
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Doom of the Guilty; Mercy interpoſeds 
a Relaxation of Penalties, and — Gheen 
all the Rigours of Law by the add and 
favourable. Conſtructions of Equity. a 


* 


2 tl 

fox give, therefor; 0 ye „ 8 of a 
thers, as ye expect ' Forgivneſs your own ſelves, i of 
and in the midſt of Judgment think upon Mercy. || 'T 
Place ſome Things to the Infirmities, and o- an 
thers to the Neceſſities of your Brethren: And I an 
be ſo Generous as to overlook the Errors, ſo pa 
= Human as to pity the Weakneſſes, and ſo Re- Le 
= ligious as to pray for the Sins of the miſguided. Ju 
Let the Mildneſs of Chriſtianity ſweeten your $a 
Diſpoſitions, and the Example of God in- Pul 
fluence your Practice. How ſpall I give ther ſho! 
up, Ephraim ? How ſball I deliver thee, Iſrael II 
6 How ſhall I make thee as Admab £ How. ſhall ſh 
= ſet thee as Zebojm. Mine Heart is turned within 
me, my Repentings are kindled together: 4 iron 
not execute the Fierceneſs of mins Anger, I wil 
not return to deſtroy Ephraim; For I am 4 
God, and not Man, the Holy One in the mid} A 

of the, 6 and I will not enter into the City f. Wort: 
7 whor 

W. HA 1 Struggles : are hom — 0 Juſti beg 

and Mercy? Whar a Sending and Recallinind - 
of e in the ſame Breath? Hos ic 
does ENT of at laſt get the. Aſcendant ? Kar df fy 
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vengeance and Indignation ſubſide, and the 
God-head (as it were) relent into Merktieſs 7 
and Pardon ? | 

Evzry Malefactor is a Kieyreftnibeive: of 
the Tewiſo Nation, and a Suitor to thoſe who 
are Gods by their Office, and the Children 
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Tempers. Severity is the laſt Effort of Juſtice, 
o- and a violent Death the extorted Fate "of ; 
And an obſtinate and incorrigible Gnilt. Com- 
| fff paſſion , methinks, turns the Bowels, and 
Re- Love bends the Reſolution of the relenting 
ded · ¶ Judge, unleſs the Honour of the Law, the 
your || Safety of the Sovereign, the Good of the 
in- Publick, and a 'Terror to ſurviving Criminals, 7 
thee ſhould demand an Execution, yy 


o 
es, if of the Moft High by the Mercifulneſs of their 
cy. 
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vit hu Body, Tux laſt Virtue nets by the 
I wil Prophet, is Humility ; Walk bumbly with thy 
„„ OTST 


am 4 
midi 
£ f. 


Ax Injunction of Great Force and Im- 
portance ! If we conſider the awful Being to 
hom we axe to expreſs our Humility, the 
Juſti Perſons who are calld upon to be Humble, 
callin d the Nature of the preſent Solemnity, 

 HowWFhich demands the more immediate Exerciſe 
on i f ſych a Virtue, Ee: 
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| Walk { humbly 1 with ty cal: 9 7 to. "= I 
[hide ſhould we ſhew our Condeſcention, 
but to that Omnipotent and Tremendous Be- R 
ing, who dries up tbe Ocean with @ Look, and | P 
- ſhakes the Fundatians F the Earth * with 4 E 
Nod; Who makes tbe Pillars 5 Heaven 10 l th 
tremble, when be is angry +, and ch 75 5 even © 
his Saints and his Angels with Jolly? All Con- of 
teſts with this Being muſt be childiſh and ri- © tic 
diculous; All We Efforts of Pride and Re. re 
ſiſtance, the moſt deplorable . Inſtances of | tu, 
Madneſs and Preſemptian. Shall the Potſherds ow 
of the Earth ſtripe ? Sbajl thoſe who, dwell in a, 
Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is iu Duft, which the 
are cruſbed before the Moth || ? Shall chats frail us 
and abject Mortals inſiſt 1 upon Prerogative, and bat 
impoſe Conditions on the Creator? Pride was fro 
not made for. Man; For May, who. is. weak cen 
in his Conſtitution , limited in his Power, I 
| Precarious by his de and Odious by bf For 
Ps. — pm | dep 


How many EO TOY Inftances| have me 
here before us, of thoſe haughty and over 
bearing Spirits, who difdaining the Confines d 
the Law, would be Judges of their own Cir: 
cumſtances _ Carvers of their own For 
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tunes 


m e 29 
tunes „ | Whoſe Wickedneſs has tempted 


them to act independently of Providence 
and to trample down the Boundaries o 


Right, by Violence and Oppreſſion? But the 


Practice of Humility would remove. all theſe 
Enormities from our Courts of Juſtice, making 
the Magiſtrate eaſie in the Execution of his 
Office, and the Subject ſafe in the Enjoyment 
of his Property : It would give Men true No- 
tions of God: and themſelves ; of his Sove- 
reignty and their Dependence ; of the ReQti- 
tude of his Nature, and the Peryerſneſs of their 
own: It would debaſe all Self. ſufficiency and 
Arrogance, and fu bject the Human Will to 
the Authority of the Divine. It would make 


us peaceable Neighbours and ſincere Friends; 


baniſh Envy from the Rich, and Murmuring 
from the Poor. It would teach us Acquiet- 
cence in every Cireumſtance and Article of 
Life ; in every Turn and Revolution of 
Fortune ; And, whether we are promoted or 
depreſs d, whether we Abound or Suffer Need, 
to Submit with Chearfulneſs to the Laws 
of our Country, and receive with Reverence 


1 . 1 ns of o our 904, 5 Amen. 
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: Pr. Coney, and ſold A W. Tha 1 
13 3 Paul 's e London, 
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dompanion for a Sick-Bed : Or, a Prepara : 
_ tion for Death : Conſiſting of Diſcourſes, „„ 
| and Prayers upon the moſt important Subjects rel. 1 
ting to Sickneſs. To which is added, a Particulaa 
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3 Form of Devotion for Sick Perſons. The Third Edi. 2 5 "5 _ 
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the Devon? Soul, In Two Parts: 8 0 
._- Bl Meditations, Poeme,. Hymns and Prayers upon ſevetal 
N Occaſions: To which are prefix d Two Eſſays ; Ons 

N opon Devorianal Books, and the Other upon Die | 
een. "The Second Edition, *' 


+5 7 


Twenty Five Sermons preach! d upon ſeveral 
Jiects and Occaſions. .'To which is annex d, A 
WCharaQter of the Right Reverend Father | 
Dr. George Hooper, late Biſhop of Bath and Wells. 


Te An ze Sermon at Taunton, in Som 
r EW 
4 An Aſſiae · Sermon at Molli, Auguſt 25, 171. 


LH %a 4 44 15 8 
— . 1 © 7 * . ; 


* ? 


w 


8 If 4 
ee HY t 
> | 


1 >, * 
oy * : 


3.5 


3 of Is 
: 2 4 14 


e 


* 
o 


— 


8 6 Ft 
2 1 a a. 
e RS OY 
be 4 6 


a 3 8 5 
5 2 Fr 


5 Me 
3 


5 


